James Dubik, the commanding gen-
eral of the Multi-National Security
Transition Command in Baghdad,
who said many Americans have un-
realistic expectations regarding the
war in Irag.

“This is a very complex situa-
tion, and a bumper sticker doesn'’t
work, a sound bite doesn’t work, a
one-size-fits-all description doesn’t
work,” Dubik told the students dur-
ing the live video teleconference
provided by the U.S. Army,

On Wednesday, students filled
the same space and heard a decid-
edly different explanation about
why expectations about the war are
unrealistic.

“We've reached a different point
on this planet now where warfare
has become counterproductive,”
said Robert Thurman, a keynote
speaker for Naperville’s second an-
nual Celebration of Peace.

Thurman, the father of actress
Uma Thurman, was the first Ameri-
can to be ordained a Tibetan Bud-
dhist monk, but he gave up his
robes when he determined he
could impact more people’s lives as
a university professor. He is now a
professor of Indo-Tibetan studies at
Columbia University in New York.
He also has authored a number
of books on Tibet, Buddhism, art,
politics and culture.

However, during his presenta-
tion Wednesday, he spoke mainly
of war and how he believes it can-
not achieve peace. He chuckled at
what he described as the confused
notion of writing “peace maker” on
a cruise missile before shooting it
at someone.

“War is an extension of diploma-
cy,” Thurman said. “When you can’t
make a treaty with a neighboring
country to get them to do what you
want, you have to have a war with
their army, and, if you defeat their
army, you can get them to do what
you want,

“And up to World War II probably,
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Naperville Central High School students listen to Robert Thurman,

Wednesday in Naperville.
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“Within you is the divine capacity to manifest and attract all
that you need or desire. Our intention creates our reality”
— Wayne Dyer

st

Today, believe that you have all the resources to move your
life in the direction of peace. Believe in your ability to infuse
peace into your most chaotic moment today.

there was such a thing a victory in
war, probably,” he said. “But, since
then, have you noticed anybody
winning any wars?”

Thurman said the United States
didn’t win in Korea or Vietnam, and
it is not winning in Iraq or Afghani-
stan. Likewise, he said, the Rus-
sians didn’t win in Afghanistan, and
the Israelis and Palestinians are still
fighting after 60 years.

Why?

Thurman suggested this is
because war is no longer about
armies. Whereas roughly 95 per-
cent of the casualties of war were
once absorbed by soldiers, they're
now horne by civilians, Thurman
said. He noted that while about
4,000 American soldiers have died
in Iraq, more than 1.2 million Iraqi
civilians have been killed, and 4 mil-
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a professor of Indo-Tibetan studies at Columbia University, speak at the school

Naperville’s second annual Celebration of Peace continues tonight with a panel
discussion titled “The Culture of Peace and Harmony”

The discussion will explore ways people “experience the fullness of a harmonious
life” During the discussion, an internationally renowned panel of distinguished guests
and students from area high schools and colleges will examine peace and harmony

with a community focus.

The discussion will be moderated by _smnmmm_ Terrien, CEO and founder of Play for
Peace, a nonprofit organization that uses play to promote relationships among chil-
dren, youth and organizations in communities that suffer from cross-cultural tensions

and conflict.

This discussion will be held at 7:30 p.m. tonight at North Central College’s Meilay-
Swallow Hall, 31 8. Ellsworth St., following the presentation of a free exhibit fitled

‘Contemporary Peacemakers” The exh

it showcases a diverse array of individuals

who display their commitment to peace in many different ways. The presentation of
the Contemporary Peacemakers exhibit will occur at 6:30 p.m. at Meiley-Swallow Hall.

lion have heen displaced.

“That means the major victims of
that war have been civilians - people
not actually involved with the fight-
ing of the war,” he said. “They will
not rest until they get revenge.”

So, rather than seeking peace
through war, Thurman pitched
the idea of “world peace through

inner peace.”

“Meaning,” he said, that if we
want peace in the world, the first
place that we have to find peace is
in ourselves. And we have to con-
tribute and hecome peacemakers
ourselves. And we can’t be peace-
makers if we are violent.”
Comment at napersun.com



